The Paul Tissandier Diploma was established by the FAI in 1952,
named after the Secretary General of FAI from 1919 to 1945.

It may be awarded to individual persons only, who have served the
cause of aviation in general and sporting aviation in particular, by their
work, initiative, devotion or in other ways.

Tony van Dyk

Anthony (Tony) van Dyk started gliding as a 12-year-old member of a
prominent gliding family. He became a gliding instructor at an early
age and has served in that capacity for more than 50 years. Tony
also became a very keen and successful competition pilot, winning
many New Zealand regional and national competitions in the
Standard Class over the years. He became involved in crewing for the
New Zealand team at World Gliding Championships and later to
represent New Zealand himself in several World Gliding
Championships in the Standard class.

Not only is Tony a very experienced and successful glider pilot, but
he has also given massive club support, building hangars, building
trailers, maintaining winches and the like. He has a natural skill in
thinking around a problem then fixing it for good, often at his own
expense.

Tony has spent many years on gliding club committees in various
roles including President, Treasurer and Chief Flying Instructor. He
helped to establish a gliding club at a new airfield site on two
separate occasions.

Now in his ‘70s, Tony enjoys passing on his knowledge, encouraging
new and young pilots, helping them to plan and prepare for their
cross-country flying, and mentoring them along while airborne.

Gliding has always been in Tony’s heart. He has put in far more than
his fair share to the gliding community. In short, Tony van Dyk sees it
as his duty to care for his club and its individual members in any way
he can.



